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Either a Counter-Propo~ | Authorities Non-Commite
sition or Further Detailed tal but do not Seem to Be
Information Requested. [Very Fluch Discouraged.
War Preparations an Troops Rushed to Rorto
Operations Not In the Rico as if Peace Were
Least Checked, Not Thought of.
Manila Reinforcements|State Political Conven=
are Making what Speed tions Express Themselves _'
they Can in Getting Awaylon War Issues. .

Washington, Aug. 3.—After a conference on the peace question, lasting for just an hour, this afternoon, between the president and M. Cambon, the
French ambassador, the latter acting as the representative of Spain, becrt,tar) Day emerged from the White House and announced that today's conference
was inconclusive, wherefore the pdrtles to it had agreed to say nothing to the public as to what had occurred. The secretary did not appear to be dis-
couraged as he made this statement, though he a(llnlttul that no time had been set for another conference.

From this it is gathered that the lonme\pecte(l answer of the Spanish government to the president’s note, on being received had turned out to be just
as it was expected, elther a counter-proposition or a request for a fuller statement in detail upon some of the heads of the president’s note,

Up to the middle of the afternoon it was stated by all parties concerned that the Spanish answer had not been received; that the only formal note
that had come to hand was one from the Madrid cabinet to M. Cambon, asking for information upon some points that were not clear to the Np(mlsh min-
ister. However, just after 3 o’clock the secretary of the French ambassy, M. Thiebalt, called at the state department and arranced with Seecretar v Day for
a meeting between the president and ambassador as soon as possible. The meeting was set for 3:45 o’clock, and Secretary Day was at the White House in
season, but was obliged to wait about ten minutes for the French ambassador.

Already atate(l, after conferring for an hour the parties separated, having been unable to reach a conclusion as to the acceptance by Spain of the peace
conditions laid down by the preq:dent and binding themselves to the observance of the strictest secrecy as to the proceedings until further progress had
been made. Thus it is practically assured in advance that any attempt to state what occurrcd at today’s meeting at the White House would be nothing
more than pure guess-work.

Meantime, in consonance with the declared purpose of the president at the begmmng of the overtures, this conference is not operating to restrain
military operations in any degree. Orders went out today for a conference of leaders of the regiments to accompany General Wade to Porto Rico, and
within twenty-four hours some of the troops of this expedition will be boarding the transports at Newport News. It is felt that even should an armis-
tice be declared before these troops see active service at the front, it will be beneficial for them to make the trip, for otherwise there is danger of the
morale of the troops being destroyed through their craving to get away from the big concentration camps and at least see the shores of Cuba and Porto
Rico.

W mnnntun, Aug. 3.—Frofiting by its last experience, General Wade's expedition is going to be the most complete in details'of any that has yet left
our shores, and the wt)lul{,l’% will be I'H'Ol.t_Ctt..(]. in their health and comfort to the utmost (IL“I‘CC. Su:r(.tdry Alger has himself conducted an mqun\ into the
conditions that led up to the fearful experience of the wounded soldiers who returned to the United States on the Cond'tO, and he has taken the nece ssary
steps to prevent a repetition of the bad mmmﬂrement exhibited in that case; thus there may be some delay in getting the troops away with Ge m ral Wade in
view of the determination to have everything ship-shape before the men are on board, and as the transportation department was taken somewhat by surprise by
the suddenly announced determination of the secretary war to start this expedition, some days must elapse before the necessary transports can be o nlu,n_d at
the ports of transportation,
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